

y.r* Tin Staff Dlroctv^r f / > 

(iuT't Inf jniiatioii & Individual xii^ts Subcommittee / ^ 

Haybtun House Office Bldg,, 

Vanh,, D.C. 20!?15 

Dt^or Tim, 

In my response to your letter of December 5 I reminded you that none of the orig^ 
inal I laacLod your coonittGe had boon ro turned and that I*d apjreoiato getting th«n and 
forecast devolopmonts would bo coming to a head and oouXd bo of interest to your com- 
mittee# Thie has happened in a^*rcral ways# In ono wo can use your help. 

At the time Of Rhoads tfestimony Jim asked for a copy and was refused# ^his euzv- 
XJTlsed me because it was public record, publio domajta, reported in the papers and in no 
way secret* When I worked for the Senate, before the days of xorox nachinew, it was ono 
of my reaponsibilitios to make that publio record availablo to the publio from the time 
we received transcripts* Onee the testimony was in gEdloyo, 1 always had extra galleys 
for people prior to the printing of the hoarlngs. When Jim asked for a copy of Rhoads* 
testimony he was turned down* 

He also asked for a copy of the Arohives* compilation of FOIA r equests and 
was turned down* Sot we used PQIA and got it from the KrcigLr93p with the waste of tine 
that prevontod the doing of other things all of which at some point might be of value 
to your ooouaitteo and aa our record shows, would be fully aYailablo to you at the saving 
of your time if not the helping of your work* 

The compilation la unclasoified* Can you imagine how embarra-nsed you all would 
have boon if I*d leakea this to say hea Whittani that the FOIA subcoesmittee does not 
practise freedo^ii of information? 

We now need xeroxoi of Khoads* testiraony for court use* I do not want to bo in tho 
position of ouying in court thAt we caa*t attach oopios of the pertinent paints because 
you refused them* How will I answor If I*m asked the obvious queatdLon? How m 11 > it look? 
Jim was at tiio nsaxlng* Ho can execute on affidavit, which is not aa good and will raise 
questions in tho Judge's mind If not in the U*S*Attomoy*a mouth* I don't think it will 
look good for the suboommittee* 

We are both pressed for tijne <m this becouno wo both ha*rt;j to be sway and I am 
still limited in what I can do* Jim will be away froa today until some time next Sunday* 

I will be leaving Thursday to return Sunday night late. Wo have a six calendar call in 
another case with only two days intervening* ^^nly then can get to this matter, one in 
which I*m sure in tho end you'll bo interested* 

It would be good if wo could oach go over a copy but neither of us noods it 
before the r> a il delivorod Saturday January 17* I do hope you can see your way ol>?ar 
to letting uo havo xeroxes by then ao that wo may use spare minutes to prepare. I still 
spond parts of days «ith my legs elevatt d and could read in then* 

I l^.amed of this need only after dark laat niijit* I don't know whether ■^im >oid 
tii2G to write before leaving today* Please believe me it is important and it is for 
uae In court where you will probably wind up acul^B wantin<^ oopien of our papers* 

Thanks for anything you can do* 


Sinctirely, 


Harold Vf<jisl»erK 


